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Editor’s Note: This article is in Gujarati.  It has been scanned from                               

(“Vees-mi Sadee-nun Gujarati Nari-lekhan", 20th Century women's writing in Gujarati). Nikhil Desai 
has provided this brief description of the article.  

 
This untitled essay by Kamalaben Patel (1912- ) is excerpted from her writings in 1977 and 

1985 under                  (“Mool sotan ukhadela”, pulled from the roots). The story is 

about one of the most painful aspects – recovery and repatriation of women left behind – of 

the Partition of India and Pakistan. She was with the Indian government on the Punjab border 

at the time, guiding the women social workers who were recruited to work with the police in 

repatriation of women, and occasionally went back and forth, working with the Pakistani 

authorities as well. 

 

Sisters, daughters, wives, and mothers were lost, kidnapped, or simply fell behind when 

families ran from one side to the other. The author mentions an incident where a village well 

was filled with bodies of dead women who had jumped in to avoid assault and rape. She also 

mentions how in the midst of then ongoing war in Kashmir, tensions were high on both sides 

and made the repatriation work more difficult.  
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